
 

 

TOWN OF CORNWALL 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 Thursday, February 7, 2019 

 

A meeting of the Infrastructure Committee was held on February 7, 2019. 

 

Present: Chair Elaine Barnes, Deputy Mayor Cory Stevenson, Councillor Peter Meggs, Councillor 

Shane McGuigan and Councillor Corey Frizzell. 

 

Staff in attendance: Kevin Coady Chief Administrative Officer, Matt Duffy Infrastructure 

Manager and Doug Longmoore Infrastructure Coordinator. 

 

CALL TO ORDER       

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 p.m. by Chair Elaine Barnes. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Cory Stevenson and seconded by Councillor Peter Meggs that the 

Infrastructure Committee minutes of January 4, 2019 be approved.  

 

BUSINESS ARISING  

 

REVIEW INCOME STATEMENT 

The Committee reviewed a new look income statement and it was noted that under the Utility, 

office supplies was under budget while postage was over budget. Kevin explained that those 

accounts were budgeted together and split evenly to suit the financial statement format even 

though the expenses aren’t divided between accounts evenly. It will be changed for the next 

budget.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 

The Committee requested that staff forward the PowerPoint presentation to all committee 

members to review.  

 

PROJECT UPDATE 

Wellfield Exploration 

Watson MacDonald will be resuming drilling shortly on well #5. As soon as results are available, 

they will be forwarded to the Committee. Town has secured a two-month extension to the land 

exploration agreement from the property owners.  

 

WATER PRESSURE 

Staff followed up with Morley Foy with the Department of Environment on domestic booster 

pumps. Under the Atlantic Canada Guidelines booster pumps are not recommended for a long-

term solution to low water pressure. Issues arise when there are too many pumps trying to pump 

water out of main line causing a vacuum in the main. Also, there are concerns about ownership 

of the pumps, maintenance and increased electricity costs for the property owner.  

Staff did an estimate of how many properties could be affected if the minimum pressure to 



 

 

qualify for a rebate for a home booster pump was increased to 40 PSI by looking at elevations of 

properties within the Town. It was estimated that 160 homes and business around Cornwall 

could potentially qualify for a rebate from the Town.  

It is expected that the new wellfield and new reservoir would solve the water pressure issues 

within the Town and the Committee agreed to maintain the status quo for the booster pump 

rebate for the time being.   

 

SIDEWALKS 

With the contract for sidewalk maintenance up for renewal, staff researched the cost of doing the 

snow clearing by Town staff. The current cost for clearing sidewalks is approximately $25,000 per 

year and the contract for doing the parking lots is $12,000 per year. While the sidewalks are a per 

hour rate that includes salting the parking lots are salted by town staff. A new contract is likely to 

be $40,000+ annually. 

 

The other option is for staff to do the all the snow clearing. The Town would have to purchase the 

required equipment; a new Wacker Neuson WL32 tractor being used in Charlottetown and Three 

Rivers that can also be used in the summer for digging trenches, etc., is $100,000, with a blower 

extra is $18,000-$20,000 and would be amortized over 10 years. The town would also require a 

staff person to run the equipment. A new full-time position at approximately $40,000 per year, 

with one quarter of total time dedicated to snow removal and able to work in the Public Works 

department to offset vacation and work on other projects (maintenance and repairs, painting, speed 

humps, etc.). Over ten years amortization period and new cost of salaries, the estimated cost per 

year would be approximately $25,000 for snow removal operations.  

 

The Committee reviewed the new sidewalk priority list for the Town. The Committee agreed that 

new sidewalk on Cornwall road from Centennial Drive to Jake Drive is the top priority. The 

Committee would ask if the province would install the sidewalk with the Cornwall Road 

realignment project.  

 

OPERATING/CAPITAL BUDGET 

Staff presented a draft operating budget for 2019. The draft budget will be reviewed again before 

being presented at Council for approval in March.  

 

STREET LIGHTS 

There was a delay with getting new street lights installed on Muttart Drive and Stephanie Drive, 

but that has been sorted out with Maritime Electric and the street lights should be installed 

shortly.  

Staff has received requests for new street lights on York Point Road and Sun Rise Cove 

Subdivision. It was recommended that new street lights be installed on York Point Road and to 

have a street light moved on Marianne Drive. It was also recommended that street lights be 

installed on Hillside Meadows Drive in the Harvest Hills Phase 2. The Committee approved the 

street light requests.   

 

WATER CONSERVATION  

The Committee agreed to extend the toilet rebate program to the end of March. The Committee 



 

 

also discussed the removal of water bottles from Town events that was recently reported in the 

news. Staff are looking into joining the Blue W project where the Town buildings can be 

advertised as a location for visitors to fill up their reusable water bottles. 

 

WATER REPORT 

The Committee reviewed the annual Water Report. The report details the bacteria and chemical 

water sample history for the Town in the past year and will be posted on the Town’s website. It 

was noted that fluoride is not added to the Town’s water supply. 

  

OTHER 

Street Repairs 

The province has asked for a paving list for 2019. Staff had prepared a list based on street 

inspections completed in the fall of 2018. The paving list includes Nevin Lane, Candlelight Park, 

Fernwood Blvd, Lowther Drive, Jake Drive, John Street, MacRae Drive, Krista Lane and 

Brookside Drive. The Committee approved the paving list and it will be forwarded on to the 

province.  

 

MEETING TIME 

The next meeting time is Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 3:30p.m. at the Town Hall.  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 5:16 p.m.  

 

 

 

                                                ____________________________ 

ELAINE BARNES                           MATT DUFFY 

CHAIR                                          INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGER  


